Biochemical parameters for prognostic evaluation in patients with breast cancer.
We evaluated the prognostic value of tissue polypeptide antigen (TPA), cathepsin D and pS2 in 267 patients operated for primary breast cancer. Cathepsin D, pS2 and cytosol TPA were independent of each other and of N, T, estrogen (ER) and progesterone (PgR) receptors. Cathepsin D was the best prognostic indicator for disease-free survival and pS2 for overall survival. The simultaneous evaluation of the three parameters was an effective discriminator between high and low risk patients in both N- and N+. Considering that cathepsin D, pS2 and cytosol TPA can be easily measured with reliable methods in small amounts of tissue, we conclude that they are a promising panel of biochemical parameters suitable for the assessment of the risk of relapse in patients with breast cancer.